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MR. REEDY: I have a IVhite House statement. 

There has been no change in the mission of U, 3. ground combat 
units in Viet Nan in recent days or weeks. Tee President has issued no 
order of any kind in this regard to General Westmoreland recently or at 
any other time, Tne primary mission of these troops is to secure and 
safeguard important military instaliaticns, like the air base at Oanang. 

They have the associated mission of active patrolling and securing action 
In and near the areas thus safeguarded. 

If haip is requested by appropriate Vietnamese commanders, General 
Westmoreland also has authority within the assigned mission to employ these 
troops in support of the Vietnamese forces faced V7ith aggressive attack 
when other effective reserves are net available, and when, in his judgment, 
the general military situation urgently requires it. If General Westmoreland 
did not have this discretionary authority a situation could easily arise 
in v/hich heavy loss of life might occur and great advantage might be won 
by the Viet Cong because of delays in coowunications. This discretionary 
authority does not cUnge the pricary mission of U. S, troops in South Viet 
ifem, which has been approved by the President on the advice’ and recommendation 
of responsible authorities. 

However, I would emphasize — 

Q« Who is he? 

MR, REEDY; Me, 

Q, Reedy, 

MR. REEDY; The IVhite House. I»ra speaking for the l^ite House, 

However, I would emphasize that any such change of primary mission 
would obviously be a matter for decision in Vfeshington. 

Q* Is that tbe statement? 

MR. REEDY; Yes. 

Q. George, what, in the es titration of the White House, accounts 
for versions at the State Department yesterday which seem slightly counter 
to this, somewhat counter? 
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MR. REEDY: I would refer you to the State Department. But for 
BADCGROUND , I hsva s;one over the transcript fairly carefully and my own 
judgment is that certain speculative matters and certain continger 4 Cies, 
which are inherent in the situation, came out the other end as though these were 
decisions which had been taken and orders which had been issued. 

Q. Caoje out the other end by the State Department, or by whom? 

MR, REEDY; Appeared in public versions. 
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Q. George, various officials that we were in touch with last 
night, including some in the White House, do not lead us away from the 
interpretation that ve gave to that? 

Md. REEDY: ‘^Still speaking for a^CKGROUND , I think there were 
some matters for emphasis here. However, this is the White House statement 
on policy. 

Q. George, can I ask you your Impression that the State Department 
statement was too hard on certain points? 

MR. REEDY; ifell, again, I still want to appear on a BACKGROUN D 
basis because of obvious situation Involved here. But I think that certain 
contingencies were discussed as though they were matters of hard and fast 
orders that had been issued, 

Q. Discussed by whom, George? 

MR. REEDY: I*m talking In terms of the State Department. I think 
that certain cor.tl agencies and certain speculative possibili ties were 
discussed as though they were rather in terms which inadvertently appeared 
to be hard end fast matters. 

Q. George, I have a couple of questions about your statement. 

The authority which you refer to as having been given General Westmoreland, 
first, when did he receive this authority, and second, is it up to him to 
define such terms as active patrolling, securing action, and faced with 
an aggressive attack? 

MR. REEDY: Still on BACKGROUND . I would define the situation 
as follows. In effect, the authority was there from t-ferch when the ^^arines 
were landed with the mission I have mentioned of protecting the air base. 

Now, from a practical standpoint, and I think this is one of the difficulties, 
X think certain practicalities have been discussed here as though they were 
hard and fast issues facing us -- from a practical standpoint, of course, 
this would not be an effective authority until General Westmoreland had 
sufficient forces at his disposal to support South Vietnamese operations 
when requested an effective operation. That is number one. You had two 
questions. Chuck. 

Now, the other question, and again I am still on BACKGROUND. In 
any tactical situation, obviously you have to lodge within a commanding 
officer certain amounts of discretionary authority. The terms of the 
statement, 1*11 point out, refer to a situation in which heavy loss of 
life might occur, and great advantage might be won by the Viet Cong because 
of delays In communications. You have to make an assumption that when a 
commanding officer Is given command in a theater, and he has certain 
responsibilities, that it is implicit that he will have to carry out those 
responsibilities. 

Q. May I ask one follow«up question? This statement could be 
read, it seems to me, so that if, let us say, a Vietnamese government force 
were surrounded and In danger of being overrun, *i'jestt;»reland vxsuld have 
authority to coninit a battalion, or even a brigade, of American troops 
into combat to prevent that from occurring? Is that a correct interpretation? 

MR. REEDY: First of all, you are coming up with a speculative 
“if.” But I think the language here is extremely plain, I*m not trying 
to dodge the issue, I*m trying to avoid any speculative questions because, 

I think, speculative discussion is what got us into this. It says to 
employ these troops in support of Vietnamese forces faced with aggression 
of attack when other effective reserves are not available, and when, in 
his judgment, the general military situation requires it. If General 
Wsstmoreland did not have this discretionary authority, a situation could 
easily arrive in which heavy loss of life might occur, and great advantage 
might be won by the Viet Cong because of delays in communications. 
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Now, If a situation which you are presenting arose and fell 
within the limits that have been defined, they are obvious. I am not 
•going to fence or argue about it. I just do not want. Chuck, to be 
setting up a situation. I outlined certain specifics in which this might 
come about but, nevertheless, I think it is tied down. It is very broad 
language because when you ‘re talking in these terms you have to talk in 
terms of broad language, but within the statement you can see the rather 
clear language* 

Q. You said General Westmoreland had the authority, it*s 
implicit within his mission? 

Q« He does now have authority to commit us? 

MR. REEDY: I don’t want to get into military judgments. That is 
a military Judgment* 

Q* When you say he had sufficient evidence, does he define the 
word sufficient? 

MR* REEDY: No, I did not say sufficient evidence. I used 
sufficient force* 

y 

Q* He would make the judgment? 

MR. REEDY: >Jhat I said was this would not be a practical question 
until he has sufficient force to act effectively. Obviously, that would 
be a military judgment* 

Q. In view of the State Department announcement yesterday — 

MR. REEDY: I want to make this thing very clear. This was not 
a State Department announcement. This was a question of questions being 
asked of a State Department briefing officer, and as I said, I think there 
was some speculative contingencies* 

Q* Yesterday we were led to believe that vtat, in effect, this 
meant was that U. S* troops would be used if requested on an offensive 
action* Obviously, what you are saying now is that this is not true at 
all? 

MR* REEDY: Wait a minute* 

Q* At least I was led to believe, and several others, yesterday, 
^ that what this new move meant was that U* S. troops would hence forth 

be used in offensive actions against the Viet Cong instead of perfectly 
defensive actions* Now, from your statement today, it would seem that 
what you are saying — correct me if I'm wrong cc.w if this is not true ••• 
is that U* S. troops will not be used on offensive actions, but would be 
still on defensive actions? 

MR. REEDY: Not as a matter of correcting you, or anything like 
that, Doug, but still on B ACKGROUND , I want the statement itself to be 
the thing on the record* I'll try to clarify it as much as I can* I am 
not a military expert, and I am not going to get into defensive and 
offensive of what this means* On BACKGROUND , it is a rather obvious thing 
that when Vietnamese forces are faced with an aggressive attack, and when . 
these various situations that are outlined in the statement are in effect, 
and when they request authority, and when in the judgment of General 
Westmoreland these criteria have been met, he does have authority to move* 

Q* To coninit American troops? 

, MR. REEDY: In support of South Vietnamese forces* 
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Q* And that is not a new policy to commit ground troops? 

MR. RSSDY: j No, there is nothing new about this thing, as I 
stated before. If there was any change in the primary mission there would 
be a decision in I'hshington. 

Q, Was there a primary mission to commit troops on the ground? 

MR. RSfiDY: I stated that the primary mission of these troops 
Is to secure and safeguard important military installations, like the 
air base at Danang. They have the associated mission of active patrolling 
and securing action in and year the areas safeguarded. 

Q. But there is a change, is there not, from the old role of 
being simply advisory? 

MR, RESDY; Well, the primary missions were stated, and have been 
stated, on a number of occasions. They were stated last March when those 
troops were landed to protect the air base. 

Q. I*m not aware of this statement? 

MR. REEOY: The statement of the prinary mission is to secure 
and safeguard important military Installations. Now, that is obviously 
different from the mission just to advise troops, I*m not going to fence 
on that one. 

Q. George, there is no formal statement comparable to what you 
are giving us today? 

MR. RREOY: This thing has been stated on so many occasions. 

Q* Can you cite us some occasions? 

MR. REEDY: This has been stated on a number of occasions by 
the State Department. I can give you plenty of citations on that. I* 11 
dig them out for you. But it has been stated on a number of occasions 
vhat the primary mission of these troops which were landed last March is. 
This has been stated out there. It has been stated here. 

Q. Even though the primary mission has been stated, has the 
secondary mission, which we are now describing, ever been stated before? 

MR. REEDY; Active patrolling and securing action in the areas 
thus safeguarded. I know that has been stated. 
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Q* piscretionary authority? 

^R. REiL,DY: This authority is within the primary mission o£ the 
associated mission that we have stated already, and again, since we are 
still on Background, yes, this is known out in Viet Nam. It was stated to 
the press by a military spokesman in the very recent past. I do not know 
viiether it has been stated in these terms in vYashington before, but it has been 
stated to the press in South Viet Nam. 

Q. When General V/estmoreland went out there -- these troops 
i anded in March. Was it decided at that time that we would come to the 
support of the Vietnames forces when they got in trouble? 

REEDY; Yes, this was inherent within the mission, it was 
implicit within the mission. 

Q. This change in policy came in March? 

MR. REEDY: If you regard it as a change in policy. I am not going 
to fence. This particular --and I am referring now to the subject under 
discussion, I am not referring to the securing and safeguarding of important 

military installations, but this was within the mission that he had in March 
yes. ' .* 

Q. George, within the current mission, under certain circumstances 

It could be possible then that instead of merely defensive or securing action'- 

it could turn into offensive action if the circumstances warranted it. would it 
not ? 


MK. REEDY: You are discussing a speculative question of military 
operations. You can also, on the basis of speculation, speculate yourself 
into any foreseeable conclusion. The basic point here is that the mission 
outlined, the role of General Westmoreland has been outlined and 
when you have a theater commander it is implicit in the whole 
question of government that you have to lodge certain discretion in that man. 

Q. George, the only situation under which we would use our troops 
is on their request and if they are in trouble? 

MR, REEDY: Yes, I have outlined it. 

. Q« Do they have to actually be under attack? 

faced with the threat of a massive attack ? 

MR. REiLDY: I think we are getting into fine shades of meaning here. 

Q. What was your answer to Doug’s quetion? 

C. Was the answer yes? 


MR. REEDY: Yes. I answered yes. We are still on B..ckground. lam 
trying to keep the statement on the record. 


C. George, does this apply to the whole theater of the war or just 
to our bases or installatins ? Does he apply his judgment of attack to elsewhere? 


MORE 



B 


„ ®-EEDY: I think in a case like this you run into the whole 

limits here. ^ ^ ^ ^ unfortunate to try to set 

answered* ve^*when'h^°’' clarificatiooii.here, going back to Doug's question. You 
if the South Vi t ® e whether or not U. S. troops would be used only 

iould «. ..ring ,h.. .h., u. S. .,bbp/ 

e part if an offensive was launched b the South Vietnamese? 

ageressiteauf an 

the statement ^ available. I think it is clear in 

always L tM^a'utht Uy'*but' SUt Lt'th7ro'""t°“^^"‘ Westmoreland 
March? ^ ‘ troops to carry it out until 

« 

What I ^ minute. Let's get one thing at a time. 

authority wasTmtlicS in th — course. What I said was that this 
landed in A/ mission s assigned to him when these troops were 

landed in March. I said as a practical matter it would not mean anything. 

Q. Is it a fair statement? 

MR. REEDY: I don't want to get into fair statements. 

• ?’ some limitations of my understanding. Is it true then thet . 

.b_M.„b b. .1... b,.„b, j ,,, .„ho;..X.. „ "s: 

vT.X° ... « ..gu..,.d by tb. South 

is that Irue? “Presenting a change from the mission prior to March. 

goine to^* that for a few seconds. 1 am not 

we aot • ‘.1 certain that there are no words in there because 

conLas^^s yesterday. I think, out of making a few quick 

C. I thought you said he had the authority but not the muscle ? 

word V -■ excellent summation. I am not accepting that 

thing'not i^h^ accept that. I think that is very clear within here. The only 
thing not in here of course is the date. ^ 

C. I think the question of Doris's is really a question. 

VR, REEDY: I have not heard it? 

is^thaJ^ri*’ an attack came that was not on an American air base 

troops? ' **** Vietnamese ' 

Q. It was about the theater of war, how wide is it now? 

on now fof 'the^sSnle Je^sV‘'‘*lf something I wouldn't want to comment 

imoorTAr '^‘‘en you are talking about protection of an 

extent ‘"‘c ^ military hassle as to the 
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k / iP* question. W'ould he have to come to V/ashinPton 

b.(or. h. „.,d p„, ,h., „„i„. cl„“4 d»?. pro"',. 


yes, 


MR. REEDY: You mean without the circumstances I have outlin ed here. 


C. The language said he could work out those ci 
ten minutes. 


circumstances within 


the mis^on change in the mission and 

Yn„T r ^ ^ clearly. He would have to come to Washington 

cS! bf. 


O. The language of that seems to 


me 


to SDec.!lfa^‘ language is clear here and I am not going 

to speculate on some of these contingencies. ® ® 

■ 

morning^' conferring with the President this 

REEDY: Not to my knowledge. 

C. Is he on the schedule? 

MR. REEDY: No. I don't have it on the schedule. 

Q. Is Rusk and Secretary McNamara here? 

MR, REEDY: I don^t know. 

Q. What meeting is underway in the Cabinet Room now ? 

MR. REEDY: I have been in here with you. I do not have that. 

Q. Was the Secretary of Defense here this morning? 

Mr. REEDY: Not to my knowledge, 

»' W.d. l.cu.di.8 

Q. What has the President been doing this morning? 

MR, REEDY: He has been receivine renort^j (my-r, fk 
staff people and sutdying this matter and getting" the customa^/fuTelU^enM 

O. George, do yo i have acyhmg elset 

Council^^'.t^*^^»°J' reembers of the Iowa Trade 

give them to you as\7on^L^S ftLVbreakfup.^^'^" 
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situatio? General Westmoreland has cover a particular 

“d b“.r. “ ‘ d.y-.o.d„ b..i. .cr«L ,hr 

een a matter of Presidential decision? 

^:R. REEDY: Would you say that over again? 

as they arisl^^noro^r^^ covers specific situations 

« iney arise, not on an across-the-board basis? 

Q. Such a decision would have to be made by the President? 

Q. I don*t understand that answer. 

certain Uctic^af?^' Whenever you have a commander in the field he has 
certain tactical discretion, that is inevitable. 

O. How wide is this discretion, George? 

MR, REEDY: I am standing on the statement. 

O* Can I ask one more question? Does this authority we are talHn» 

trLn.r I k allow General Westmoreland . let's say, to put 

we are VietnaLse Ly 

e are in trouble here and we need your help? ^ 

P... ">«•■ I »o. f=l.J .O 

You said ^r“ something you said on Background? 

tb tu P Westmoreland being there and these activities 

ori y was there since the Marines landed in March and you said from 
a practical point of view it could not be effective ? 

MR. REEDY: It could not be a question until he had enough forces. 

he has e^oujh forces?’'^' ‘hat 

MR. REEDY: I am not going to make a military judgment. 

PRESo: Thank you, George* 
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